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Fulm making sisters, Rohi and
Rehana Mirza, flank an
unidentified member of a desi
* film production team.

DESI
FROM PAGE 30

ru.com, who also serves as media
consultant for several large studios
that include Disney, Universal, and
New Line, is the executive produc-
er of “Hiding Divya,” — a movie he
foresees sparking a new type of
desi film that focuses on universal
themes as opposed to strictly South
Asian ones.

Written and directed by
Gitesh’s sister-in-law, Rehana
Mirza, and produced by his wife,
Rohi Mirza Pandya, “Hiding
Divya” is the story of Linny, a
character struggling with rela-
tionships. One involves her
mother, Divya, who lives with a
mental illness. The other centers
on her teenaged daughter, Jia.

Although Mirza said the film
was inspired by current stigmas
regarding mental illness in the
South Asian community, the
focus 1s on the three women.

“The topic of mental illness real-
ly becomes secondary to the peo-
ple living through it” she said,
adding the bantering dialogue gives
the film a comical quality. Linny’s
potential love interest, Ravi Das,
played by Deep Katdare of “Amer-
ican Desi,” also adds a bumbling
yet endearing comically relieving
character to the plot.

While Pandya lives and works
in New York City, “Hiding Divya”
was shot in New Jersey. Pandya
said a pivotal moment for the char-
acter, Divya, was filmed outdoors
at night at a Bridgewater temple.
Mirza said a sequence involving a
3-year-old throwing brightly col-
ored holy powder happened at a
Paterson hospital. Additional
scenes for “Hiding Divya” were
also shot in Edison.

Pandya said Rohi and Mirza are
the “heart and soul” of “Hiding
Divya” And while there 1s a dance
scene at a nightclub, as well as
tflashback sequences which are
“reminiscent” of whimsical Bolly-
wood movies, “Hiding Divya” is
more realistic than escapist. Films
that inspired “Hiding Divya”
include “Pieces of April” and “Gar-
den State.”

Slated for release in 2006, pro-
ducing “Hiding Divya” has
equaled a two-year commitment
for Pandya and his family.

So while their next scene
remains a mystery, Pandya said
Mirza has completed two scripts
that could be used in future pro-
jects.
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By Ellen Burke Rawils

Kenny Rogers, Smokey,
Loggins & Messina
on stage

he great Smokey Robinson, heralded singer and talemr:d SOng-

writer who's just scored a massive hit headlining an all-star bene-
fit for the Hurricane victims with the hugely successful Saving
OurSelves BET relief telethon last week, brings his soulful sounds to
AC for his Harrah's debut Saturday night.

With 36 Top 40 hit records, Robinson's solo career includes the
mega-hits - “Cruisin’,” Being With You,” “Just To See Her” and “One
Heartbeat.” Over the years, Smokey’s trophy shelf includes such hon-
ors as Grammy “Living Legend”Award, berths in the Rock ‘n’ Roll Hall
of Fame and Songwriters Hall of Fame, the Soul Train “Heritage
Award” and .the National Medal of Arts Award - the highest honor an
artist can receive, bestowed by the President of the United States.

Showtime at the Concert Venue is 9pm.Tickets are $40 and $60.
(800)2-HARRAH

Yet another classic icon headlines at the Boardwalk this weekend
as Kenny Rogers plays three shows at the Hilton. He will perform the
hits that have established him as a beloved American classic, songs
like “Lady,” “Ruby Don’t Take Your Love to Town,” “Islands in the
Stream, “We've Got Tonight™ and more.

VYoted “Favorite Singer of All Time” in 1986 and “Favorite Male
Vocalist” in 1989, he has captured the hearts of country, rock, pop
and soul fans worldwide, and has a spectacular range of hits to
include in next weekend’s concerts, but of course audiences would
rebel if he didn’t perform “The Gambler.

Showtimes at the AC Hilton Theater are Friday at 9 p.m.; Saturday
at 8 p.m.; and Sunday, at 8 p.m.Tickets are $50. (800)257-8677

Kenny Loggins and Jim Messina, one of the most successful duos
of the ‘70s, have hit the road again this summer for the first time in
nearly 30 years for their Sittin’ In Again Reunion Tour. The tour bus
makes an AC stop at the Taj Arena Saturday night, for one of the most
highly anticipated concert events of the year. Not since 1976 have
audiences had the opportunity to see what critics hailed as one of
the best live acts of the early 70's.

When Jimmy joined Kenny at a benefit at Santa Barbara’s
Arlington Theater last year, Loggins noticed something. “As soon as
we hit the harmonies, I was struck by the fact that I hadn’'t heard that
sound in a long time,” he says.“It hit me like the Everly Brothers hit
me the first time they got back together. There was something that
in thirty yvears I had not been able to duplicate with anyone else.
There’s a spark here that I'd completely forgotten about.” Both men
see Sittin' In Again as a chance to look back at what they've achieved.
Showtime is 8 p.m. in the Arena. Tickets are $68, $58 and $42.
(609)449-5150

When Meatloaf played the Borgata last month, tickets sold out so
quickly that they're bringing him back for a “second helping” Friday
night at Borgata’'s 2,500-seat Event Center.The legendary performer’s
larger-than-life stage extravaganza includes everything from dancers
to drummers to a choir and a full, 60-piece orchestra. Showtime is 8
p.m., and tickets are $65, $75 and $90. (866)MYBORGATA

Southern rock outfit Kings of Leon play Borgata's Music Box
Friday at 9 p.m.

This Tennessee quartet produces southern rock with a touch of
blues that ultimately makes for some great rock and roll. Tickets are
$25.00. (B66G)MYBORGATA.
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CROSSWORD

audEn

ACROSS

1 Four-time NHL
scoring leader Jaromir

5 Middle of a Flintstone yell
10 POTUS before WJC

14 Baseball’s Felipe,
Matty, Jesus or Moises

15 “Were you raised
n___ 7

16 “The Wizard of 0z" actor

17 Band with the 1993
hit “No Rain”

19 Sheltered, nautically

20 Supper, to junior

21 (Oscar winner Sorvino

22 Chucklehead

25 Abbr. in an unfilled
time slot

28 A Kennedy

29 Band with the 1994 hit
“Zombie”

34 Expected
35 Where the buoys are
36 Swimmer Thorpe

37 Band with the 2003 hit
“Let’s Get It Started”

43 Broker's suggestion
44 Subj. including grammar
45 Sine _____non

47 Band with the 1976 hit
“(Don't Fear) The Reaper”

92 -Magnon

53 Twosome

54 Moving day rental
a5 Chill, so to speak
o7 Talk too much

61 Within: Prefix

62 This puzzle’s theme
66 Point after deuce
67 Not to be missed
68 Dr.’s orders

69 Game-ending word
70 They may be blind
71 It may follow something

by David Levison Wilk
Hddd S HuES
AEEN SEEEE SEEE
AEEENEENEE HEEE

DOWN

1 Sharp left or right

2 Accompanier of thumbs
and ears

3 “There but for the grace
of God "

4 “My Adidas” trio

o Rhett’s curse

6 Retired, in a way

7 One of the Lesser Sundras

8 “Wuthering Heights”
author

9 Crime writer Rule

10 Pomp and glitter,

informally
11 Rock salt
12¢ the fire?”

—————————

13 Band with the 1970 hit
“Make It With You”

18 Last name in fashion

22 Benchmark: Abbr.

23 Great Lakes fish

24 Order to Rover

26 River crosser

27 Get ___ on the knuckles
30 “Can|__ aquestion?”
31 Bridal bio word

SEEEN

dEEEEE JdEEE
duid SHN|
dEEENSdEENSEE
sl JEE JEE
dNddENECAEREd
uEE dEE dEd
diEENdEENdANEN
uEE HEE
aEEd HdddEn
dEEE dEEEENEEdE
dEEE dEEEE SEEN
dEER JEEEER GEEE)

22005 David Levison Wilk

32 Mathematician
with a theorem

33 Having four sharps
38 Dhabi
39 Gave lines 1o

40 “Lord of the Rings”
creature

41 Blue hue

42 “Star Trek” navigator
46 Ga. city

47 Starr of the comics

48 Blew one’s stack

49 Well-known cello player

o0 One having
second thoughts

o1 Auto trim

52 Band with the 1968 hit
“White Room”

o6 Muscle

68 Hot month in Paris
59 Store goods: Abbr,
60 Exec. levels

62 It's in one year and
out the other

63 www.google.com, e.q.
64 Detectives, for short
65 Capt.'s heading

ANSWERS TO LAST WEEK'S CROSSWORD
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